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Sipahi  cavalry in  the rear,  and  Stephen Lazarovid and
his mounted Serbian  auxiliaries  took their post by their

suzerain.1

The battle itself was started by the French who, after
making new knights in the field, proceeded with the
foreign contingents at full gallop, crying wildly 'Vive
St. Denis!' and 'Vive St. Georges!' The 'Akinjis' could
not sustain the heavy shock of the Christian horse, and they
fled to the right and left with considerable loss. Never-
theless, they regained their formation behind the Turkish
foot. This reversed the order of their lines of battle
and revealed the forest of stakes which paralysed the
advance of the Christian horse while the Ottoman archers
showered volleys of arrows on the enemy. At this stage,
the majority of the Christians in the van dismounted and
began to uproot the stakes which prevented them from
coming into a hand-to-hand fight with the Turkish infantry.2
A desperate battle then ensued; and the Ottomans who
fought without armour, according to the eye-witness quoted
by the Religieux de St.-Denisf lost ten thousand dead and
the survivors took to their heels. So the first stage in
the battle ended in victory for the Christians. Then the
leaders of the host ceased operations for a short period of
repose and in order to consider the next step. Having
decided to pursue the same course against the Ottoman
cavalry, now within a bowshot, and in the belief that
Bayezid himself was in command of that body, they con-
ducted a spirited attack on the Turkish lines and struck
vigorously to right and left until they had created a gap
in the centre. This enabled the crusaders to rush to the
rear and use their daggers with deadly effect from this
unexpected angle. Five thousand * of the Muslim army
were slaughtered in this encounter and the rest galloped
to safety beyond the summit of the hill. The usual pro-
cedure in Western warfare at this juncture would have been
1 Nicopolis, 86-7.
2 For a digest of opinion on the disputed question of the crusaders* dis-
mounting, the evidence derived from the sources, and an estimate of the
circumstances of the battle, see Nicopolis, 37-9, 190 notes.
9 Ckron., II, 506-9.                                      4 Religieux, II, 508.